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Acronyms

CEQ – Council on Environmental Quality

CFR – Code of Federal Regulations

CX – Categorical Exclusion

D&D – Deactivation and Demolition

DOE – Department of Energy

EA – Environmental Assessment

EIS – Environmental Impact Statement

EEC – Environmental Evaluation Checklist

EMS – Environmental Management System

FONSI – Finding of No Significant Impact

ISO – International Organization for Standardization

NEPA – National Environmental Policy Act

R&D – Research and Development

SRS – Savannah River Site
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Objective

Provide an overview of the National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) and how NEPA is integrated into planning processes at 

the Savannah River Site
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What is NEPA?

• National Environmental Policy Act 

of 1969

– Signed into law by President Nixon 

on January 1, 1970

• Promotes government 

transparency and gives the public 

a voice in government decision-

making
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What are the components of NEPA?

• Title I:

– To declare a national policy which will encourage productive and enjoyable harmony 

between man and his environment;

– To promote efforts which will prevent or eliminate damage to the environment and 

biosphere and stimulate the health and welfare of man; and

– To enrich the understanding of the ecological systems and natural resources 

important to the Nation.

• Title II:

– To establish a Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
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What is CEQ’s Role in NEPA
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Issues NEPA procedural 
requirements, 
guidance, and 
interpretation

40 CFR 
1500-1508

Reviews and approves 
Federal agency NEPA 

procedures

DOE: 10 
CFR 1021



What are the goals of NEPA?
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Protect and enhance 
human and 

environmental quality

Planning

AwarenessDecision Making



What actions require NEPA?

• A broad range of Federal actions are subject to NEPA:

– Proposed on or requires passage on Federal land

– Funded by Federal money

– Requires a Federal permit

– A Federal Agency is a partner
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When is NEPA implemented?

• NEPA considerations commence when a Federal agency develops a proposal to 

address a need and:

– Has a goal

– Is actively making a decision

– Has one or more alternative ways of accomplishing the goal

– Can meaningfully evaluate the effects of a proposed action
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Levels of NEPA Evaluations
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Environmental Management System

• SRS implements an Environmental Management 

System (EMS) that conforms to ISO 14001:2015

• NEPA considerations are a key step in the PLAN 

phase of SRS’s EMS

– Site Use/Site Clearance

– Work Package Development

– Project Scoping Meetings

– Environmental Evaluation Checklists (EECs)

• EECs document SRS’s NEPA Evaluation Recommendations
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Environmental Evaluation Checklist (EEC)

Purpose

1. Documents the NEPA 

Evaluation (CX, EA, EIS)

2. Ensures regulatory and 

permitting requirements are 

identified

3. Identifies potential impacts to 

the environment
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What are Categorical Exclusions (CXs)?

• CXs are groups of actions that DOE has determined would not have a significant 

impact on the environment.

• 2 groups of CXs identified in 10 CFR 1021:

– Appendix A – No external posting is required

• General Agency Actions – contracts, information gathering, technical advice, etc.

– Appendix B – External posting is required

• Maintenance, safety, and health improvements

• D&D, remediation

• R&D, sampling/monitoring, conservation research
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Categorical Exclusion (CX) Requirements

• If extraordinary circumstances are present or 

conditions of integral elements are not met, then the 

action will require additional NEPA evaluation beyond 

a CX.

– Extraordinary circumstances – scientific controversy of 

impacts; uncertain effects; unique or unknown risks, etc.

– Integral Elements – regulatory/permit violations; 

uncontrolled/unpermitted release of hazardous 

substance; threatened/endangered species impacts, 

unmitigated and non-permitted wetlands impacts, etc.
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CX Requirements, continued

• No segmentation – breaking of an action/project into smaller pieces to avoid the 

appearance of significant impacts.  Think about a shopping mall…
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Minimal individual impacts

Significant cumulative 
impacts



Public Involvement

• CX Determination Form – posted for public 

information
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Public Involvement

SRS.gov
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Energy.gov



Summary of CX Determinations
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2021
875 
CXs

B1.3 = 368

B3.6 = 167

2022
817 
CXs

B1.3 = 408

B3.6 = 149

2023
843 
CXs

B1.3 = 465

B3.6 = 140

B1.3 – Routine maintenance

B3.6 – Small-scale R&D and 

lab operations

2023 – 

913 NEPA 

Evaluations



Summary

• NEPA is a federal requirement.

• Public involvement is a key component of NEPA.

• NEPA is part of the planning process and guides DOE in decision making.

• There are 3 major levels of NEPA evaluations – CXs, EAs, and EISs.

• The vast majority of NEPA evaluations conducted at SRS result in CXs.
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Resources

• Categorical Exclusion Postings:

– SRS.gov (https://www.srs.gov/general/pubs/envbul/nepa1.htm#cx_forms)

– Energy.gov (https://www.energy.gov/nepa/categorical-exclusion-determinations-

savannah-river-operations-office)

• Monthly NEPA Status Report

– https://www.srs.gov/general/pubs/envbul/nepa1.htm
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Questions?

21



22


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22

